The Honorable (full name)
(Room #) (Name) House Office Building
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative:
I write to you as an employee of (company name), which has (number) employees in your Congressional district and helps to provide home medical equipment (HME) services to (number) of your constituents.  

Congressman Kendrick Meek (D-Fla.) introduced H.R. 3790 to end the Medicare “competitive” bidding program for HME). This bill would eliminate the bidding program because it is fatally flawed and these flaws were not corrected over the past twelve months by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). The cost of eliminating the program would be offset by reductions in DMEPOS payment rates, ensuring that seniors and taxpayers still receive the intended savings from the bidding program while protecting patient access to care.

The bidding program restricts access to quality home care for seniors and people with disabilities.  It reduces patient choice for quality HME items and services.   The program selectively contracts with a very restricted number of homecare providers based on the lowest-bid prices.  Providers of home medical equipment face serious disruption to their businesses if competitive bidding becomes the mechanism for Medicare reimbursement rates 

You may be aware that the initial roll-out of the bidding program in 2008 produced disastrous results for home medical patients and for providers (mostly small businesses) that were excluded from Medicare. Due to these problems, Congress enacted MIPPA, which included a delay and reform of the bidding program in order to improve the process, establish quality measures, and make other reforms. Before passage of MIPPA, serious problems were encountered…and these problems will occur again.  They include disruption to patient services, as patients were forced to go to multiple, unfamiliar providers for different items and services and that some winning providers were unable to provide care to beneficiaries. There will be greater costs to Medicare due to longer hospital stays.  There will again be confusion about the restricted list of contracted home medical providers delayed hospital discharges that triggered unnecessary emergency room visits.

I thank you for your time and consideration.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at (phone number) for any clarification or expansion of the points raised in this letter.

Sincerely,

Name

Title

Company

Address

