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The states hit hardest by outbreaks of the new coronavirus are asking the federal government to tap 

into the nation's reserve of medical supplies as demand for essentials like masks and ventilators are 

far higher than the public supply. 

California, Washington state, New York, New Jersey, and Ohio have all in recent days asked the 

Trump administration to tap into the federal Strategic National Stockpile for respirators, masks, gowns, 

gloves, face shields and other equipment that been in short supply as doctors and hospitals work to 

contain the spread of Covid-19, the illness caused by the virus. 

Some states, such as Washington, have gotten some but not all the supplies they say are needed to 

contain the virus. Others, such as Ohio, have been waiting weeks for a response. 

Emergency medicine doctors say the federal stockpile, administered by the Department of Health and 

Human Services, should be emptied now to aid hospital and health-care providers who are at risk of 

getting sick themselves if they don't have enough protection such as respirator masks. 

"If there's equipment available anywhere we need to use it now, otherwise we risk losing the workforce 

that's needed to take care of the people who are sick," Anthony Cirillo, a doctor who sits on the board 

of directors for the American College of Emergency Physicians, said. 

Where Are We in Quest for Coronavirus Drugs, Vaccine?: QuickTake 

Vice President Mike Pence told reporters Tuesday that the White House is asking construction 

companies to donate N95 respirators to hospitals and to stop ordering them because they're in such 

high demand. 

The Strategic National Stockpile was started more than 20 years ago and consists of more than $7 

billion worth of vaccines, medicines, protective gear, ventilators, and other kinds of equipment stored in 

warehouses across the country, according to the Department of Health and Human Services' website. 

Federal Response 

President Donald Trump said he's advising governors that "it's always going to be faster if they can get 

them directly" from medical equipment suppliers but that the federal government is ordering 

"tremendous numbers of ventilators, respirators, masks." 
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